Sixth Grade Core Syllabus

Natomas Charter – Leading Edge Middle School 

Ms. Meindl, Ms. Bibayoff, and Ms. Hanson
http://le.natomascharter.org
Course Descriptions

Social Studies:  As required by the State of California Social Studies Standards, students in the sixth grade will expand their understanding of history by studying the people and events of the major western and eastern ancient civilizations.  Geography is of special importance.  A continued emphasis will be placed on everyday lives, problems, and accomplishments of people plus their role in developing social, economic, and political structures.  Students will develop higher levels of critical thinking by considering why civilizations developed where and when they did, why they became dominant, and why they declined.  Students will analyze the interactions among the various cultures, emphasizing their lasting contributions and the link between the modern and ancient worlds. 

Language Arts:  As required by the State of California Language Arts Standards, students in the sixth grade will focus on word analysis, fluency, systematic vocabulary, reading comprehension, literary response and analysis, writing strategies, writing applications, written and oral English Language conventions (spelling and grammar), listening and speaking strategies, and speaking applications.

Classroom Behavior

Students must follow all rules stated in the Natomas Charter School Policies.  Students are expected to work to their full potential.  All students must be respectful and encouraging to peers, parents, and teachers.  

Materials

It is a good habit for students to plan what materials they will need to bring to class each day ahead of time.  The following items are required on a daily basis:

· Student Planner/Agenda (to write down daily assignments. TIP: Usually can be found in dollar stores around this time of year.) 

· Binder paper in 3-ring binder  (1” is fine)   

· Pens (blue or black for work plus any other color pen for correcting) 

· Pencils and small personal pencil sharpener (or mechanical pencils with refills)

· Markers 

· Scissors 

· Ruler (with both metric and standard measurements) 

· Glue 

· 2 Pocket Folders (one for Homework and one for Science/Tech) 

· Portfolio expanding folder with at least 7 pockets

· Composition Book (preferably with Grid paper for Math)

· Novel of student’s choice for Silent Reading time

Assignments/Homework

Homework is given because it is useful in reinforcing what has been learned in class, preparing for upcoming lessons, teaching responsibility, and helping students develop positive student habits. Students should expect homework nightly.  It is important for both students and parents to set aside time to complete assignments.  The core assignment policy is as follows:

· All papers must have a complete heading (assignment title, first/last name, date, and period as shown in class).

· Final reports, essays, and project text must be typed or written in blue or black ink.  Vocabulary homework must be neatly handwritten in blue or black ink, not typed.

· Late work is not accepted in class.  Assignments that are less than two weeks late may be turned in through study lab for up to 50% credit.  

· Students are expected to fill in daily assignments/homework in agenda and to check the teacher web page for forgotten assignments.

· All long term projects are due on the assigned due date, no exceptions.  If the student is sick, someone will need to bring his/her project to school.  Computer or printer problems are not an excuse.  In these cases, arrangements should be made to go to the media center, a copy shop (Kinko’s, etc.) or a friend’s house to finish.  If turned in within two days, students may earn back a maximum of 50% credit.

Absent Work

Students have one day for each day absent to make up their work for full credit.  It is the student’s responsibility to get absent work on the first day he/she returns to school.  Absent work will not be accepted if it is not turned in in a timely manner.  Long-term projects, however, are due on the original due date, as mentioned above.

Portfolio

To insure that students are able to create a portfolio that truly reflects their efforts over the course of the year, assignments must be saved until the end of each trimester.  We suggest that sixth graders keep their portfolios at school in their desks to file graded work as it is handed back.  Please ask your student to bring home his/her portfolio frequently to review his/her work.  At the end of each trimester, students will choose what assignments they would like to keep permanently and bring home their portfolio with their DEP (report card) to review with you.  

Progress Reports

Parents and students may check student grade records at anytime online at the PowerSchool site. There is a link to PowerSchool on the main school webpage at www.natomascharter.org.  The Media Center is also available for this purpose during the school day; please check in the office with Ms. Lewis for more information.  The school office will supply login information.  For PowerSchool questions, please contact Ms. Hobart at 916-928-5353 ext.108.  

Grading

Late work will not be accepted in class.  If an assignment is not turned in at the time of collection, the student will need to attend study lab.  Assignments that are less than two weeks late may be turned in through study lab for up to 50% credit.
Language Arts: Final grades will be based on weighted categories. These categories are: Mechanics and Vocabulary 30%, Writing 30%, Literature 30%, Responsibility 10%.
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Social Studies: Final grades will be based on weighted categories. These categories are: Unit Work 30%, Projects 25%, Tests 40%, and Responsibility 5%.
Final grades will be based on student’s overall percentage score.  Effort and participation will be considered in final grade.  Please note, “6“ is an honors grade.  To be eligible for this grade, students must meet higher standards, as indicated below.

	Final Grade
	Grade Description

	6


	· Completes work with at least 97% accuracy

· Has no missing or late assignments

· Regularly participates in class

· Positively contributes to and works well in cooperative groups

	5


	· Completes work with at least 90% accuracy

· Has no missing and few late assignments

· Regularly participates in class

· Works well in cooperative groups

	4


	· Completes work with at least 80% accuracy

· May have a few missing or late assignments

· Usually participates in class

	3
	· Completes work with at least 70% accuracy

· May have several missing or late assignments

	2
	· Completes work with at least 60% accuracy

· May have several missing or late assignments

	1
	· Completes work with less than 60% accuracy

· Several missing or late assignments

· Shows little effort to improve


A social/behavioral score of an O, S, or U will be given to reflect how punctual, respectful, organized, and responsible the student is in class. O = Outstanding, S = Satisfactory, and U = Unsatisfactory.
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