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Text:  Pre-Algebra, by Prentice Hall
Course Description: The students will study the following topics: statistics, introduction to algebra basics, equations, percent, inequalities, exponents, rational numbers, and introduction to graphing linear equations. Problem solving is emphasized. 
Materials Needed for Class by Monday, 8/22/11
· A composition book which has graph paper. 

· Red pen, hi-lighter, pencil

Grading Policy:
	Type of assignment
	% of grade

	Class work, participation, preparation, behavior, note taking, binder check
	5

	Homework
	15

	Tests
	55

	Quizzes, projects, problem solving
	25
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Homework (15%) -- Homework is assigned at the end of each class and is due at the beginning of the next class. Homework will be assigned on most days:  Monday through Thursday. An occasional project or assignment may require weekend work.  I anticipate the time for homework to be 20 to 30 minutes. If you are having trouble, come see me. The assignments will be posted on the NCS website and written on the board in class.
ALL WORK MUST BE SHOWN TO GET CREDIT. THE PROCESS YOU USE IS JUST AS IMPORTANT AS THE ANSWER. 
Class work, notebook check, note taking, participation, etc. (5%): You are expected to come to class ready to work. This means that you need to have all of your materials easily accessible and your homework complete. You are encouraged to contribute ideas and ask questions. We all learn from each other. Asking for help and offering help adds to the classroom learning environment. Your notebook should be kept in a neat and organized manner:  lessons should be headed correctly for easy referencing as needed. 
Tests (55%): There will be a test given at the end of each unit. After the test is returned, students are expected to correct all mistakes. If this is done properly, the test score can be improved. The correction process can improve your test grade. This will be explained in more detail after the first test.
Quizzes, projects, problem solving (25%). – Quizzes help both the student and teacher assess learning needs. The student should use a quiz to determine what areas he/she needs to review or relearn. However, tests and quizzes don’t necessarily give a complete picture about your understanding of a concept. In the real world math is used to solve problems. Therefore, you will be using your math to demonstrate your understanding of concepts by doing projects or solving problems.
General Policies

· After School Support: Extra help will be offered one day per week in the form of an after school support class. I will assess the students during the first month of school to determine if they need extra help.  More information regarding time and location will be coming. 

· Portfolio - Students are to keep ALL class notes and practice in their composition notebook.  Students graded work should be kept in their binder until the end of the chapter. It will be used to study for the test and in the DEP process. We will choose selections to add to your portfolio. 
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GUASBERGEN
“I couldn’t do my homework because my
computer has a virus and so do all
my pencils and pens.”




. 
Let’s work together to make this an outstanding year in math!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
If you have any questions, please ask in class or email me, Julie Hanson                                                                                
